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“When we were children, clouds became animals.
Now that we are adults, the vast, blue sky is a metaphor
for the infinite, upward potential of the human spirit.”
Laura Teresa Marquez
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Louise was born and raised in suburban Orange County, but not in the televised way of life. She transplanted to Los Angeles
by way of music and clumsy choices, and lives there currently where she is often found plotting and planning her next escape.
She writes mainly prose and short chapters of a longer story that she is ever contemplating in the back of her mind (and
coffee shop napkins). She has yet to find a place that feels like home, so she usually sticks to just living in book pages and
song lyrics. The title to this piece is taken from her favorite Leonard Cohen song, ‘Famous Blue Raincoat’.
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1 A scowling mermaid holding a guitar very similar to that of the Countess' guitarist, Mordecai Blackheart, and cradling the vocal microphone

speaker to her otherwise bare bosom.
2 Eight performances total, in case anyone's counting.

3 Humans lie the way they breathe, reflexively and often, so who knew whether or not those stories were true.
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4 Ah, superstition.

5 Or at her, considering the distance
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6 Were one to watch the Countess walk, one couldn't help but notice that she didn't weave in and out of available space. She walked straight

ahead, plowing through that dense thicket of humanity as if expecting them to part before her and not adjusting to the fact that they didn't.
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7 As well as she could run in a full dress and corset, anyway.
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8 Eager, that is. Not bright green.

9    Or, for that matter, questioned.
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10 Quite literally a burlap sack of iron pellets left over from several days' worth of metalsmithing. Like all uncomfortable, ugly furnishings,

they're said to correct your posture.
11 An argument which, like all arguments that are practically matters of life or death at the time, he could no longer remember.

12 Elves were said to eschew underpants since, as elves, they had no genitals. Non-Elves think this is very funny, Hammersfall in particular.
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13 How about that? Someone else calls that guy Smelly.

14 Picture a moose if it were a 2.5-ton pinniped whose mating call carried for over a mile. Now thank your lucky stars it's gone extinct.
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15 Given the immediacy of the situation, he left out “...as far as I know.”
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16 Partly because he didn't know what “bourgeois” meant.
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17 Gruff, frowny, plainspoken.

18 Laughing, belching, bawdy limericking, and slapping people on the back hard enough to dislodge important vertebrae.
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19 “Don't piss into the wind” being that adage. Mordecai's granny was an earthy woman.
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20 Well, she had to put it somewhere.
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Deb Thompson
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Deb Thompson is a self taught art working in acrylics, oils, watercolors and graphites. Born in Canada and growing up in
various locations across this picturesque country and in Europe, gave her an opportunity to see beauty in ever changing
landscapes and the nature contained therein. She hopes hope to capture her fascination and constant source
amazement of the beauty around us on canvas. Her work is displayed in various private collections and businesses
across Canada and in Egypt. More of her work can be seen at: http://simplelines.deviantart.com/gallery
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Stories by Sandra Maddux-Creech have appeared in Summerset Review, THEMA, Arabesques Review, and others. She
earned a BA in Creative Writing at Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio and an MFA at Colorado State University. Her work
has received honorable mention in contests sponsored by Glimmer Train, Minnetonka Review, and Many Mountains Moving.
She has completed a novel about a town disappearing from the map and the earth. Most of her stories happen there, too.
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Loretta Sylvestre spent her early years in Southern California and was later transplanted to the green and wet western half of
Washington State, where the tales grow as tall as the trees. She holds a Liberal Arts BA from The Evergreen State College. Her
short fiction has appeared in SN Review (Autumn 2007) and Foliate Oak (February 2008). She has completed a first novel, and
works-in-progress hang around her desk in small groups brewing rebellion.
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23  Our second running argument (e.g.):

I told you once that just the thought of an apartment without AC might send me into anaphylactic shock.
You thought I was joking.
In spring, one day I was laid out flat by pollen, and drifting in and out of an antihistamine haze.
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Slowed to a stop as I was by mucous, you brought up the question: If the cardinal humors were
superheroes, which one would win
in a battle? Would it be Bile Boy, with his gamma rays of white-hot belligerence? No, of course he couldn’t
beat the Blood Baroness,
the relentless, ruthless agent of lust. One thing was sure: Melancholy Man, he would lose. His only
superpower is to delight you with
morbid thoughts.

Oh my god, I nearly wailed, I cannot have this discussion again right now.

You sat beside me on the bed, and complimented me on the color of my eyes, pink as roses, and folded
your hand around mine. Your
face beamed, sympathetic and amused.

How is it (I thought yet again), that everything about you seems larger than everything about me, and
broader, and more agile?
I never did mind so much, your enveloping physicality I mean, but how was it you could pin me so hard I
couldn’t move and run faster?
Shouldn’t I have been compensated for your brute strength and incandescence with some kind of nebbishy
dexterity?
Of course, I knew what made us even: ultimately the battle of the humors was always won by the Phantom
___, whose indomitable power
was to make us want to stay in bed all day, napping. (6)
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